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Examples of situations in which a conflict of interest might arise 
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7. A member of the awards committee is offered the opportunity of a placement for one of their 
students in the exchange of support for a particular award nominee. 
 
If a member of the board has been offered a bribe this should also be communicated to the rest of 
the committee as soon as it occurs and immediately refused. 
 
 

8. A multinational bank approaches the Finance Board to encourage them to move the RSC’s 
banking to their bank. To discuss this matter further the board member is invited to attend a 
meeting at a holiday home in Italy. 
 
If a member of the board has been offered a bribe this should also be communicated to the rest of 
the committee as soon as it occurs and immediately refused. 
 
 

9. A prestigious scientist has a paper refused from an RSC journal, he happens to be organising a 
high profile conference and offers to use the RSC logo and promote the RSC in exchange for his 
paper being published. 
 
In this case the bribe should be refused and reported to the publishing board so they can decide 
how best to proceed with the matter. 
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