
  

Policy 
Position 

Sustainable Water for All  

March 



  

 
 

Clean, accessible water for all is an essential goal for the world we want to live in and there is sufficient 
fresh water on the planet to achieve this, in theory. In practice this is not achieved. Increasing population, 
demand for food and energy, and changes in lifestyle are increasing the demand for water3
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about chemicals in water that may act like hormones in the body, namely endocrine disrupting chemicals 
(EDCs) and also the highly persistent and toxic per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), which have 
been termed the ‘forever chemicals’ that do not degrade.  
 
Sustainable water is a global issue, as water forms part of a constantly repeating global life cycle and takes 
no notice of national boundares boundaries. This is particularly true when chemical pollutants, such as 
PFAS, are persistent for hundreds of years and bioaccumulative in the environment, wildlife and people. 
We call on the UK Government, the EU and all developed countries to play a leading role in helping all parts 
of the world to achieve SDG6, by being an exemplary world leader in water related policy and enforcing 
high standards of regulation where necessary. Clean water is too important to take for granted and Ofwat 
in the UK are developing a new strategy for transformational change6. With global influencing and 
examples of effective and pragmatic evidence-based and risk-based regulation, the UK can be a world 
leader in improving standards in all parts of the world that also help innovation to thrive.  
 
Essential to achieving these goals is an awareness that the problems and the best solutions to water supply 
and quality problems will not be the same for all countries. Technologies designed to provide clean and 
plentiful water in the UK are not necessarily suitable for use elsewhere. For example, in more isolated 
communities or countries without sewer networks, decentralised technologies such as onsite sewage 
treatment and solar powered technologies could be of more use than large scale water treatment plants. 

We will only tackle the issues and reach the goal of SDG6 through conversation, collaboration and 
knowledge sharing, and for example through international sector initiatives like the World Water 
Innovation Fund7 and UN activities such as ‘Water for Life’9. It is important to connect researchers, policy 
makers and industry, so that the scientific expertise is available to decision makers and industries at the 
right time. Science informs decision making and can be used by those working in the broader water sector 
to prioritise areas in particular need of research to meet SDG6. 
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Contact 

The Royal Society of Chemistry would be happy to discuss any of the issues raised in our statement in more detail. 
Any questions should be directed to 
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